Unit 2: Who are you?

Objectives

1. Sentence Pattern One: I am a good person. “7&” “FH]

2. Introduction to the big picture of the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet —Pinyin
3. Business conversations

4. Day to day conversations: Talk about date & time

5. Numbers: month and week

6. Cultural appreciation:

The Chinese view of money
How to address people in business situations

Key sentences and characters

Speak 3 sentences

ni shi zhdong guo rén

1. %i = ':F‘ )\o You are Chinese.

ni bl shi zhdong guod rén
2. IRAZHE AN You are not Chinese.

You really beautiful

ni shi zhdong gud rén ma?
3. fREHEAE? Are you Chinese?

I love you

Write 10 characters

shi ni ta ta wo

& amis are ’ffj_i you ﬁi’, he ﬁﬂj she 332 I

r xido yé li nan

H day /N small |t also j] power B male

Performance measurement:
You will get an A* if you can speak above three sentences
and write ten characters after completing this unit.

N.B — See website www.positivespeaking.net for pronunciation
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2.1 The Big Picture: the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet
Pt pin yin

Translated literally, ‘pinyin’ (#f#) means ‘combination of sounds.’ It is the system used to
transcribe Chinese characters into the Roman alphabet, and is a useful tool to help students
pronounce Chinese words. Most words’ pronunciation in Chinese consist of one ‘initial’ letter
followed by one ‘final’ letter. In total there are 23 ‘initial’ and 35 final’ letters. For example,
the initial ‘m’ combined with the final ‘a’ creates the phonetic word ‘ma.’ Every phonetic word
has four different tones, each of which goes with different Character and has a different
meaning.

Final:

a o e i u

ai el ao ou an en ang eng ong er
ia iao ie iu ian in iang ing iong
ua uo uai ui uan un uang

ue UGandin

Initial: Examples of how to combine Pinyin:
bpmf
dtnl Initial + Final to create Pinyin  (each pinyin has 4 tones)
gkh
jgx b a ba ba ba bd ba
zh ch sh n [ ni ni ni ni ni
r t ao tao taio tdo tdo tao
ZCS m a ma mad md md ma
ZV For example, the initial ‘'m’ combined with the final ‘a’ creates the phonetic word ‘ma.’

Every phonetic word has four tones; each of which has a different meaning:

ma ma md ma
i (7S -
mum linen horse scold
Table to help your pronunciations by comparing with English
Initial Final
pinyin Sounds like pinyin Sounds like pinyin Sounds like
b boy j jeep a are
p play q cheap 0 saw
m moment X ship e her
f four zh draw i ill
d day ch tree u rude
t take sh shape i ti (French)
n nurse r row
I love z cads
g glove C cats
k cake S silk
h happy y yea
w way
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2.2 pinyin # %% Phonetics Practice

We understand that part of a business persons’ work is to manage other people. A good
business leader as an excellent ability to motivate and inspire people. We choose positive
words for you to practice pinyin. You will be very popular as you can speak so many nice
words to Chinese people whilst conducting business.

The purpose of the following exercise is to practice reading pinyin, you do not need to be
able to recognise the Chinese characters nor remember the sound of each word.
Remember to enjoy your practice session.

AR Jji positive
DY) chéng gong success

Ja K qi fa inspire
PR kuai 1¢ happy

p i re qing passionate
(RSl chuang xin innovative
TR £a0 Xia0 effective
PRk tido zhan challenge
SR 1¢ guan optimistic
A1k, bian hua change

I FF jian chi persistence
“1E hé zuo cooperation
s ) bang zhu help

SEEEy Ii ji¢ understanding
E537) gu li encourage
R 5 xin shing appreciate
b xing long prosperity
S E] yong héng forever
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Pinyin $## Phonetics Practice:

[f2X gudjia Country

ying gud méi gud fa guo
23 UK % USA 2 France
Brave/hero/elite beautiful lawful, model, standard legal
aodaliya Yi da |i X1 ban ya
/7"“1 j( %U WV Australia :‘é’n j( %U Italy @ﬂ}_ﬂ: Spain
expect big victory west class teeth
dé guod rui  shi hé lan
?% Germany fﬂuﬁ j: Switzerland THPI é Holland
virtuous, kind
X1 la dan mai han gud
fﬁ H’E{b Greece % Denmark EE Korea
jia na da fei 1G bin i bén
JIEN Canada FEF Philippines | PN Japan
Sun origin sunrise
ma 1ai x1 ya tai guod yin du
Eﬁﬂé@ﬂz Malaysia 2% Thailand EUE India
peace
mo X gé ba xi a gen ting
@ A Mexico E@ Brazil Bﬂ *E ﬁ Argentina
ai ji wei néi rui 1a é luo si
i% & Egypt § ]j\:l fﬁﬁ %E Venezuela @Z %‘ ,Ef[ Russia
y1 lang y1 la ke nan fei
ﬁ}gﬂ Iran ﬁ}fﬁﬁ Iraqg rﬁ E”5 South Africa
Notes:  When talk about people, Chinese simply put A rén after the country, like #[E A

Chinese people, Z:[E A British people, Z%E A American




2.3 The Formation of Chinese Characters 3C ik %
zhong gué  zi
i F ()

An introduction to the meaning and logic behind Chinese characters.

Many Chinese characters have radicals, which are used for classification purposes in Chinese
dictionaries and can also help to predict the meaning of an unknown character.

There are over 105 commonly used Chinese radicals, most of which consist of the semantic
element of the character. For instance, the radical 7§ means water or liquid, and is used in
other similar words such as river, sea, lake, alcohol, juice, soup, etc.

kou he chi chang jiao pin
mouth Y =) -l
[ L3 Hz, I my HH
mouth drink eat sing call taste
shui jit hé hai hu mido
R water N N N N S
Ko7 i | ik T Pk
water wine river sea lake vast water
mu cha shu lin Sén kun
wood 1 it R x
K P ‘ oS
wood tea tree forest deep forest | difficulty
nii hdo ta jié mei miao
female
ﬁ‘ female ﬁ‘jl‘ ﬁﬂ_jx ﬁﬂ Zﬁi ﬁ//\
good she old sister | younger wonderful
sister
rén ni ta men rén zhong
person e, \ .
AN A PR fih N = 73N
person you he plural kindness crowd
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2. 4 New Words and Phrases

W T

I wo E2

you ni R

he ta ﬁ’,

she ta Tithy

to be: am/is/are shi =

not b / bl A
question word ma I
day/sun ri H
small/little E) 7\

also ye 1,
power l 71

male nan i

man (male-person ) | nan rén B A
Woman (female-person) | nli rén oA
good person hdo rén /3N
adult (big person) | da rén <A
UK (brave/hero/elite-country) |ying gud o [H
British (UK person) |yIng guo rén N PN
USA (beautiful -country) | méi guo X H
American (USA person) | méi guo rén EEA

Common Phrases % F i iE

How are you/ I am fine thank you
/Hello (you good)

ni hao

TRIF

Goodbye/See you (again see)

zai jian
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2. 5. Sentence Pattern One: Who Are You?

1 Positive assertions & &4

When answering this question, we use ‘7 shi’ as a keyword and put it in the centre of
the sentence. J& shi means ‘to be: am, is, are.’

wo shi zhong gud rén
1 & =2 H A I am Chinese.
I am Chinese
ni shi hao rén
2 R & TN You are a good person.
You are good person
ta shi hdao nan rén
3 il = 5 AN . He is a good man.
He is good man
t3 shi  zhong gué nii rén
4 it = Hh Z N She is a Chinese woman.
She is China woman

2 Negative assertions 7 & £

Chinese people put A~ bu in front of the keyword #& shi ‘42 bu shi’ to make negative
sentence: /4 7& bl shi means ‘am not, isn’t, aren’t’

wo bu shi  zhdong gud rén
1 & AN HH N I am not Chinese.
I not am Chinese
ni bu shi hao rén
2 K AN 2 oA . You are not a good person.
You not are good  person
ta b shi hao nan rén
3 i A T OH O OAN He is not a good man.
he not is good man
t3 bid shi zhong gud niirén
4 i A E N . She is not a Chinese woman.
She not is China woman
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3 Questions £& A 4]

In this book we are going to introduce three ways to ask questions. The first way is to
add ‘"% ma’ at the end of the sentence to turn the statement into a question.

ta shi hao rén ma
Question: fih = SN g 2 Is he a good person?
He is good person ?

To answer the question, you can simply repeat the same sentence without the

question word "% ma, or to give a short answer, use the keyword 7 shi (agree -yes) or
S

#& bu shi (disagree-no).

ta shi hao rén
Answer 1 1 & It N He is a good person.
He is good person
shi
Answer 2 = Yes.

Cultural notes:

Chinese people always put '™ ma’ at the end of the sentence to form a question. This
is different from English and therefore, when you talk with Chinese people, you need
to learn to be patient.

4 Grammar Summary iE%E/Ng

Sentence Pattern One: Who are you?

ni shi zhong guo rén

(s o H A You are Chinese.
You are Chinese

ni ba  shi zhong gud rén

R AN 2 H AN You are not Chinese.
You not are Chinese

ni shi zhong gud rén ma

R = i N M2 Are you Chinese ?
You are Chinese ?
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5 Conversation Practice 1154

ni shi hao rén ma
A AR & ISV e 2 Are you a good person?
you are good person ?
wo shi hao rén
B &k yis /SN I am a good person.
I am good person
ni shi zhdong gud rén ma
A R = iy AN e Are you Chinese?
You are Chinese ?
wo bu shi  zhdong gud rén
B &k A E N I am not Chinese.
I not am Chinese
ta shi hdao nanrén ma
A il 2 T BN E? Is he a good man?
he is good man ?
shi
B & Yes.
is
ta shi zhonggué nli rén ma
A W 2 & N e Is she a Chinese woman?
She is China woman ?
bu shi
B A & No.
not is

Grammar Note: Yes and No in the Chinese language

In the above sentences, you can use the keywords * /& shi’ and *A /& bt shi’ to mean ‘yes’
and ‘no,’ but */& shi ' does not always mean ‘yes.” Which keyword you should use to give
a short answer depends on the question.

As you will see in the chapters that follow, there are four sentence patterns that use
different keywords.
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2.6 Writing Practice @EF%

The aim of this course is to help you to build strong foundation and have effective
communication with Chinese people. Chinese characters are the basic foundation of building a

house of Chinese. Practice copying characters is an effective way of memorising them.

Please try copying each of the characters below twenty times in the boxes provided.

Remember the meaning and how to pronounce the words.

E' ri (day/sun)

/N xi&o (small)

’H_j1 yé (also)

7'3 li (power)

% nan (male)
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% shi (am,is,are)

PR i (you)

’ﬂﬁ ta (he)

tﬂj ta (she)

FE wo @
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2.7 Making Sentences in Business Situations 7%+ 3¢

Let us practice sentence patterns with ‘/& shi’ in a business context.
The purpose of the following exercise is to practice reading pinyin and to review the logic of
the sentence pattern. You do not need to be able to recognise Chinese characters nor
remember the sound of each word. Remember to enjoy your oral exercise.

1. Business Vocabulary & %i7C

jing If z0ng jing I cai wu jing If rén shi jing If xiao shou jing If
7z Mo B % a8 NFaH | HE &2 H
Manager General Manager Finance Manager HR Manager Sales Manager
Human matter
z0ng jian mi shi zhu If kuai ji y1 shéng
po i) 4 By o it & A
Director Secretary Assistant Accountant Doctor
General monitor | Secret book Can count
gu wen yin hang jia G shi shéji shi gong chéng shi
T I T S S]] Wt i T % I
Consultant Banker Lawyer Designer Engineer
Look around ask | silver firm expert discipline expert design expert construction expert
ling dao yuan gong jiao shou ldo shi Xué shéng
CUT AN Hox 2z ¥k
leader staff Professor Teacher student
teach hand over old/senior expert
2. Key Sentence Patterns <4 4] =

wo shi

3 yas o Tam oo,

I am

ta bu  shi

i I He is not ...........

He not is

ni shi ma

R & ne Are you ........... ?

You are

Discover your job title in Chinese and make two sentences to introduce yourself and
your colleagues. When introduce others we use X7 (zhé shi) thisis......

zhé shi
Yy EI
X e

o Thisis .
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2.8 Day to Day Conversations H % *fi%
Talk about Dates

New Words and Phrases
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vear nidn it
moon/month yiie B
sun/day/date (formal) A E]
day/date (casual) h3o =
sky tian R
today jin tian SR
tomorrow (bright sky) ming tian iiPN
yesterday zUo tian HE R
week (star period) xing qi 2
how many/how much? v

question word to ask numbers I )_L
what date is it? ii hao JIR=
what day is it? xing i ji EHI L
birthday (it bith day) | o H#
restrict code de i)

my wé de I HJ
your i de PR HJ
his ta de it B
her ta de 1t 1]
my birthday wo de shéng ri B4 H
I(-Ir(;\tlzlvi raelz(tjgg é(zl:Ztion) ne H}E
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2.9 Numbers =%
Week

Xingqiyl Xxinggiér xingqgisan xingqisi Xingqiwl xingqiliu Xing qitian
Efl— BE¥— EH= BEHN BEHA BEHANS EHX

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Note:
In every day conversation, Chinese people use ‘2 -k xing qi tian’ to say Sunday, and
‘EHIH xing gqi i’ in formal written contexts, such as calendars, newspapers, etc.

Month

yi yle érylle  sanyle siyle wl yle  lid yle
—H —_H =ZH WA H#HA RNAH

January February March April May June
giyie  bayle jit yle shiyle  shiyiyle shieéryie
A MANA A +H +—HA +=H

July August September  October November  December

Grammar Notes:

When talking about time 2™ January 2015, the Chinese sentence order is 2015 4F 1
H 2 H. In Chinese, people talk about time going from the big to the small:
year-month-day, AM/PM-specific time, hours-minutes-seconds. This thinking process
follows the natural order: the year (2015) comes before the month (January); and the
month comes before the day (2" .

Cultural Notes:

The Chinese way of thinking is to explain the detail of the reason first, and then get to
stating an opinion. In Chinese we say, ‘because it is my birthday, I am happy’ and
‘because the new year is coming, I am happy.’ For example; 4 H {4k shéng ri kuai &
(birthday happy) means ‘happy birthday’; #r4F-H % Xin nian kuai lé (new year happy)
means ‘happy hew year".

Let’s sing the ‘Happy Birthday’ song in Chinese:

zht  ni shéng ri  kuai le

?ﬂ 1'5( i El ‘9% 7N o Happy birthday to you (repeat 3 times)
Wish you birthday happy

N.B —see website www.positivespeaking.net to listen to the song

34



2. 10 Conversation Practice X}if%%>]

1. Conversation: What's the date today?
ni hao
A REF! How are you?
you good
ni hao
B RIF! I am fine thank you.

you good
jintian  shi  ji  hao
AS kK B JL 5? What's the date today?
today is ? date
jintian shi  érlingyilit nian shiyle ba hao
BS R &2 ZF—A~NF + A N 5.
today is 2016 year October month 8 date

Today is 8th October 2016.
ming tian shi  ji hao

A X & JL 5° What's the date tomorrow?
tomorrow is ? date
ming tian shi jill hao

B H X & /L 5. Tomorrow is 9™.
Tomorrow is 9 date
zuo tian shi ji hao

A H’lE X = JL 57 What's the date yesterday?
Yesterday is ? date
gi hao

B ’b —":5“0 7th.

7 date

Grammar Note: Open question

With an open question Chinese a question word (such as ‘where, who, what, how
many, how much’) at the end of the sentence. You do not need to change the order of
the sentence. i.e. K& J1L 5 ? (jin tian shi ji hao) Today is what date?” means ‘What’s

the date today?’
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2.

Conversation
ni hao
PR B !
you good
ni hao
i ¢
you good
jin tian shi  xingqr ji
& R & BHJL?
today is week ?
jin tian shi xing qi yi
5 R £ BHEH—.
today is Monday
ming tian shi  xing qi ji
B R 2 EHJL?
tomorrow s week ?
ming tian shi  Xxingqi er
B R 2 EBH—.
tomorrow is Tuesday
jin tian shi xing qi yi ma
SR B B B — g2
Today is Monday ?
shi
o
is
ming tian shi Xing gl tian ma
Rk &2 B i R 52
tomorrow s Sunday ?
bu shi
A2
not is

: What's the day today?

How are you?

I am fine thank you.

What's the day today?

Today is Monday.

What's the day tomorrow?

Tomorrow is Tuesday.

Is tomorrow Monday?

Yes.

Is tomorrow Sunday?

No.
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3. Conversation: Happy Birthday.
ni hao
A RIF!

you good
ni hao
B RiF!

you good
nide shéngri shi jiylie jihao

A K £H £ JLA JLS?

Your birthday is what month what date ?
wOde shéngri shi yi yle yi hao

B W £ HRE 1H1S,

My birthday is January month 1 date.

v

n ne

R e ?
You °?
wO deshéngri shi jin tian
A BRWAE H £ % X
My  birthday is today
shéng ri  kuai le
B £ H B K.

Birthday happy

xie xie
A R
thank thank
Exercise

How are you?

I am fine thank you.

When is your birthday ?

My birthday is 1 January.

How about you?

My birthday is today.

Happy birthday.

Thank you.

Please fill in the month and date to make a sentence of your birthday:

wO de shéngri shi yle hao

Jtaa Eﬁ EE EI IEIL:_ H —_ J%o My birthday is

My birthday is month date.
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2.11 Exercises:

1. Translation: Translate these sentences from Chinese into English

1. R

I3

Ao

2. fRAZHE N,

3. PR E A ?

2. Translation: Translate these sentences from English into Chinese

1. I am a good person.

2. He is not a Chinese man.

3. Is she a Chinese woman?

3. Please practice hand writing 10 Chinese characters:

e PRl B H N W 5

4. Practice Dictation:

shi ni ta ta wo ri Xido yé Ii nan

people | big central | country | good mouth | king sky female | child
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2.12 Achievements %] %

Remember to always celebrate what you have achieved

(Unit One - Unit Two)
Characters
NXKPHEHIF B ER=IZT
e koA d e H W 5
Numbers
— Z =W Lot /Tt
Sentence Pattern One
R E N
A E N
R [ A 2

Note:
So far we have completed two units. You could get an A*
if you can speak above one sentence pattern and recognise 30 characters.

Common Phrases

ni hdo zai jian
PRIF Hello B M. goodbye

Chinese Ancient Wisdom (pinyin practice)

tianshi dili rénhé
RIS, HAl, A

The Right Time, the Right Place and the Right People.
---Mengzi 350BC
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2.13 Cultural Appreciation Notes (4t ik ¥ 2 1ic

The Chinese View of Money

The formation of the Chinese character for money %% (gian) has two parts: gold and
knife. This is because money is considered treasure like gold but is also seen as a tool
like a knife. You can use it for many purposes from preparing food for a family or to kill
people. Therefore, how to use money wisely is a constant challenge over generations.

The Chinese Character of Money

gian
gold l]'}(‘ — knife

Money has two parts: Gold+ Knife.
Itis atreasure.

It is a tool, you can use it for many purposes.

P

g\Q
‘ J.,
*~'«&L‘

Confucius said the following regarding the value of money: Money is not a source of
evil, even good moral people like money -- by getting it through the Right Way. ¥
W, B2 AIE

How Chinese people address each other

Chinese name: Surname — Given name —Title

The principle is to follow the natural order: before I was born, my family name already
existed; after I was born I was given a name that comes after my surname — after my
surname so that I always remember where I come from. The title is added as I grow up
and reflects my circumstances.

For example:
WEn jia bao zong I
5 K E MM Prime Minister Wen Jia Bao

warm family  treasure prime minister
surname: Wen is Chinese surname, it also means warm

1. In formal business situations: we address people by their surname followed by
their title. For example:

Wang xian shéng wang xido jié wang nl shi
+ 4t 4 MrWang + /4 Miss Wang + % + Madam
King  Mr/Sir King Miss King Madam
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2. For leaders: We show respect by using peoples’ job titles when we address them;
for example, Manager Wang, Teacher Wang etc. Surname +job title

wang jing If wang lao shi wén zong I
+ % # + %z i mooe= M
King Manager King Teacher Wen Prime Minister

3. Colleagues at the same level: may use affectionate terms such as ‘little/young’
or ‘old/senior’ when addressing one another. For example:

Xido wang lao wang
/N F Young + surname or % F Senior + surname
Young King Senior King

4. In international companies: people learn from Western culture. Some
Chinese people adopt English names. For those who don't have an English name,
foreign colleagues may use the Western way to say their Chinese given names.

West leader Chinese leader

Call each other Given Name  Surname + title

5. Given names: may be used by parents addressing their children, or between
couples and close friends.

However, the younger generation should not use given names to address someone
of the older generation. They always need to address a person’s title: older brother,
older sister, uncle, aunty, grandpa, grandma.

When addressing their parents’ friends and colleagues, they need to put the
surname before titles, for example:

wang shi shi wanga i
F # # Surname + uncle F B %  Surname + aunty
wang yé yé wang ndi ndi
£ 4 4 Surname + grandpa £ %%y Surname + grandma
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Classic Ancient Chinese Poem
Tang Dynasty (618-907)

To practice reading pinyin, we will use a famous Chinese poem, “At Heron Lodge,”
written by the Tang dynasty poet, Wang Zhihuan. The poem describes The Heron
Lodge, which is situated in Yongji County in Shanxi Province. The Tang dynasty is
often referred to as the ‘Golden Age’ of Chinese literature and most Chinese today will
be able to recite this poem from memory. We will learn to read one sentence each
lesson, so that by the end of the course you are able to read the whole poem well and
impress your Chinese friends and colleagues.

deng guan que 16u

g LR

Climb Heron Tower

bai ri y1 shan jin

H H & 1 &,
white sun close mountain end
huéng hé ru hai liu
®OoOo®m AN R
yellow river enter sea flow

yli qiong qian I mu

2

% 5 T & H

want  widen  thousand miles vision
geng shan yi céng 16u
more up one floor tower
AT HERON LODGE

Mountains cover the sunset

And oceans drain the yellow river;

But you widen your view a thousand miles
By going up one flight of stairs.
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